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Introduction: 
Have you ever walked down the magazine aisle in the store and glanced at the thousands of graphics on the 
Magazine covers? When was the last time you saw a billboard or poster advertisements that caught your attention? All those posters and billboards were works of graphic designers.  Did you ever think to yourself, how do Graphic Designers produce such professional and eye-catching work? The answer is simple; those Graphic Designers utilize the Principles and Elements of Design, which are used to make an effective and interesting design.  
 
As a student in Computer Graphics, you will be introduced to several new programs such as Adobe Photoshop and Illustrator, however if you don’t know how to effective communicate the information in a eye-catching professional way, you may not be competitive enough to win your clients over. It’s important to study and learn how to use the Principles and Elements of Design to enhance your work. 
 
Directions: 
After learning about the Principles and Elements of Design, you will search the Internet to find your own examples of where graphic designers used these principles and elements. You will be able to explain how and which principles and elements the graphic designer used to achieve a successful design. You will also have the opportunity to take digital photos of objects that may represent the Principles and Elements of Design.

Step One: Creating a New Project Folder 
· Make a new folder in your Computer Graphics folder 
· Label this folder _ _ (first & last initial) principles_elements (jb_principles_elements)

Step Two: Browse the Internet to Search for Examples
· Using your favorite internet browser, find examples for each of the Principles and Elements of Design 
· Remember to use large graphics for higher resolutions (we will print these later) 
· Follow copyright rules  
· Choose “Save As” to save these images into your newly created folder (save 10 – 15 images) 
· Make sure you following the rules of naming files (lowercase letters, no spaces, no symbols, etc…)
· Label these images as the Principle or Element your image represents ex. space.jpg, balance.jpg

Step Three: Import Digital Photos
· Using you’re a SD card reader, import the images you took into your project folder
·  (
Instructor Signature:
_________________
)Label each digital photo by principal or element name it represents 



-------------------------------------------------- STOP & SHOW YOUR INSTRUCTOR ---------------------------------------------- 
 
Step Four: Justify you Selection using Microsoft Word
· Create and SAVE a new Microsoft Word document as _ _ (first & last initial) text (jb_text.doc) in your newly created folder. 
· Choose eight (8) Principles and Elements to write about.
· Using complete sentences, explain why you chose each particular image to represent the particular Principle and Element you chose. Repeat this for all eight Principles and Elements you select.
·  (
Instructor Signature:
_________________
)Type 3-5 complete sentences for each Principle and Element image you choose. 
· Proof and edit your work 
· SAVE, SAVE, SAVE 
 
-------------------------------------------------- STOP & SHOW YOUR INSTRUCTOR ----------------------------------------------

Step Five: Setup a new Adobe Photoshop document
· Start Adobe Photoshop and set up a new document
· Document Properties
· 11 x 17 inches (width and height dimensions will vary on portrait vs landscape)
· 300 Resolution
· RGB Color Mode
· Save your newly created Adobe Photoshop document in you project folder as _ _ (first & last initial) poster (jb_poster.psd)
· Import your images into Photoshop
· Label your image layers
· Copy and Paste your text from Microsoft Word in Photoshop
· Stylize your text
· Add color and made sure the overall posters is visually appealing using the Principles & Elements of Design.




 (
Instructor Signature:
_________________
)-------------------------------------------------- STOP & SHOW YOUR INSTRUCTOR ----------------------------------------------
Step Six: Flatten, Save and Print your Completed Poster
· Finalize any last minute changes by Saving
· Choose File → Save As and save a copy of your poster as _ _ (first & last initial) poster_flat (jb_poster_flat.psd)
· Choose Layer → Flatten Image to merge all layers together and reduce file size.
· Choose Image → Color Mode→ CMYK
· CMYK is our color mode specifically for printing
· Choose File → Print
· Make sure you select the proper page layout option
· Make sure you select the proper paper feed option

Step Seven: File Share
· Copy and Paste your project folder in the Completed Drive for grading

--------------------------------------------------------------------- GRADING-------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Principles & Elements of Design (Project)
Computer Graphics
John Jay High School
Department of Technology Education						       		  Mr. Butler


· Did you include a graphic of each of the 8 Principles and Elements of Design? (1 pt each)    
· Did you describe in 3-5 complete sentences why you feel the graphic you chose represents each particular Principle or Element?  (2 points each)    
· Does your overall poster design document look professional?   (5 points) 
· Did you file share your project folder to the Completed Drive? (2 points) 
· Did you label your folder, graphics, and MS Word and Photoshop files correctly (5 points) 
· Did you label your Adobe Photoshop layers? 
      (5 points)
· Is your Photoshop document to the correct size of 11x17 RGB 300? (5 points)
· Did you flatten and save the flattened version correctly? (5 points)
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